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It was announced Wednesday that the Bullitt Center in Seattle is the world's first office building 
to be certified as a "living building," meaning it generates more electricity than it uses. 
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Denis Hayes' childhood dream came true Wednesday when the Bullitt Center on Seattle's Capitol 
Hill announced that it has been certified as the world's greenest office building. 
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The glassy building with an over-sized roof opened to fanfare several years ago, with Hayes and 
others calling it the world's most environmentally sustainable office building. But it wasn't 
official until now. Certification by the Living Building Challenge proves that the Bullitt Center, 
with its solar panels and other features, has generated more power and collected more water than 
it uses. 

"I have dreamed of building something truly sustainable – something that didn't just minimize 
harm but that actually improved the earth – since I was a teenager," Hayes said in a press release. 
Hayes is the CEO of the Bullitt Foundation, the group that built the Bullitt Center. 

See Also 

• Bullitt Center builds 'living park' to protect solar panels from shade 
• Earth Day: 4 questions for Denis Hayes (slide show) 

The Bullitt Center is the first office building in the world to win the certification. 

Only six projects worldwide have been certified. Three of these are on Capitol Hill. The other 
two are McGilvra Park Place next to the Bullitt Center and the Bertschi School. Four more 
certifications are to be announced Thursday at the Living Future Conference in Seattle, but even 
with these 30 percent of the world's "living" projects will be on Capitol Hill. 

The Bullitt Foundation built the project to show real estate developers and commercial building 
managers what's possible. 

"Quite simply, this is one of the most important buildings in the world," Jason F. McLennan, 
CEO of the International Living Future Institute, said in a Bullitt press release. The institute 
certifies projects as "living" through its Living Building Challenge. 

The $32.5 million price of the project works out to around $625 a square foot. That's 45 percent 
more than the development cost of a typical office building it downtown Seattle. But it's only 
about 12 percent more than what it cost to develop the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
according to the Bulllitt Center's own financial analysis that it is sharing with the public. 

While it cost more to build the Bullitt Center, the building's energy costs are extremely low. In 
fact, in sunnier summer months, the building's solar panels generate excess power that's sold to 
Seattle City Light. 

According to Bullitt, the building last year produced 60 percent more energy than it used. Unico 
Properties, a Seattle company that manages the building, said the center's "energy utilization 
intensity" was 10.2 thermal units per square foot. A typical Seattle office building uses 60 
thermal units a foot, the Bullitt Center says. 

In addition, the building captures all water that hits the site and reuses it to flush toilets. The 
building also treats rainwater, turning it into potable water. The Bullitt Center also has a 
composting toilet system that collects and composts 100 percent of the refuse. 
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Several Seattle companies worked on the project. Point32 managed development of the building, 
which The Miller Hull Partnership designed. Schuchart was the general contractor. PAE 
Consulting Engineers, a Portland-based company whose Seattle office is in the Bullitt Center, 
also was on the project team. 

"We hit the mark because the architect, engineer and contractor all worked together in a highly 
collaborative way," Paul Schwer of PAE said. 

Marc Stiles covers commercial real estate and government 
 

http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/wa/seattle/the_miller%7Chull_partnership/1089734
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/wa/seattle/schuchart_corporation/1097755
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/or/portland/pae_consulting_engineers_inc/2175282
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/or/portland/pae_consulting_engineers_inc/2175282
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/search/results?q=Paul%20Schwer

	Seattle TechFlash
	Composting toilets help make this Seattle building 'one of the most important in the world'
	See Also


