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Amid concerns, Portland pledges to help 
building owners meet energy reporting 
standards 
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Susan Steward, executive director of BOMA Oregon, said the city's new energy reporting 
requirements are going to create a lot of work for many of her members, particularly those who 
have multiple buildings in their portfolios. 

 

 
Jon Bell 

Staff Reporter- Portland Business Journal 
Email  |  Twitter  

http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/blog/real-estate-daily/
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/blog/real-estate-daily/2015/04/amid-concerns-portland-pledges-to-help-building.html?s=image_gallery
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/blog/real-estate-daily/2015/04/amid-concerns-portland-pledges-to-help-building.html?s=image_gallery
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/bio/24501/Jon+Bell
mailto:jbell@bizjournals.com
https://twitter.com/pbjrealestate
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/blog/real-estate-daily/
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/blog/real-estate-daily/2015/04/amid-concerns-portland-pledges-to-help-building.html?s=image_gallery
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/bio/24501/Jon+Bell


Susan Steward doesn’t mince words when it comes to the city of Portland’s recently passed 
policy that will require commercial building owners to track and report their energy usage. 

“We are not thrilled this is happening,” she said. 

Her sentiment is not a surprising one. Steward is, after all, executive director the Building 
Owners & Managers Association of Oregon, a professional organization that represents building 
owners who collectively own more than 43 million square feet of space. 
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Even so, Steward said BOMA is working with the city to gear up for the policy, which will be 
implemented across 2016 and 2017. As passed by council last week, it will require commercial 
buildings of 20,000 square feet and larger — about 80 percent of Portland's commercial 
inventory — to track and report their energy use through the online Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager. 

Among Steward’s main concerns about the new policy is that the city isn’t planning to hire any 
additional staff to handle calls or otherwise assist building owners who may need help. Only one 
of the region’s major utilities — Pacific Power — has the capability to automatically upload 
usage data to the online portfolio manager. PGE and NW Natural are still a few years out from 
that, so building owners will have to manually upload their data for those utilities. 

“I have members with 50 or 60 buildings in their portfolios,” Steward said, “so that’s going to be 
a huge amount of work.” 

In addition, Steward said there is some gray area about how the policy will include buildings 
with multiple tenants who are often on separate meters. There’s also the fact that many BOMA 
members and building owners already track their energy usage. Through one program, the 
Kilowatt Crackdown, building owners have saved more than 29 million kilowatt hours since 
2007. 

“Any smart person is already doing it, whether it’s your house or your business,” Steward said. 
“It’s the whole having to disclose it that some members are having an issue with.” 

Alisa Kane, green building manager for the city’s Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, said the 
city has heard BOMA’s concerns and is working to address them and assist building owners. 
BPS is not planning to hire any additional staff to handle the new program, but Kane said some 
“reassigning” of responsibilities should be sufficient enough to handle inquires from building 
owners. 

There’s also the possibility that the city might partner with a university or other organization to 
help ensure a smooth implementation, which some other cities with similar programs have done. 
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As for separately metered tenants in buildings, Kane said the new policy will allow building 
owners to provide an aggregate number for such properties, so it shouldn’t be an issue. 
Additionally, she said the city will be working with organizations such as Energy Star, the 
Energy Trust of Oregon and the Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance to provide training 
opportunities and educational outreach. 

There will be a learning curve, but Kane said she is hopeful that the policy won’t be onerous for 
building owners and instead will be a positive step. 

“For many, this is going to be routine, business-as-usual,” she said. “For some, it’s going to be a 
step up. We are here to help.” 

Jon covers real estate for the Portland Business Journal. Sign up for his daily newsletter to hear 
about new projects and get behind-the-scenes looks at Portland's rapidly changing built 
environment. 
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