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Unico Properties LLC will launch a development arm in Denver with the construction of a 
mixed-use building in LoHi. 
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Unico Properties LLC, which has operated in Denver since 2006 owning nearly 3.5 million 
square feet of real estate in the metro area, has launched its development arm here and plans to 
build a mixed-use project on Platte Street. 

Unico has been collecting properties that span a full block between 15th and 16th streets on 
Platte Street, and will break ground on a 90,000-square-foot mixed-use development at 1615 
Platte St. this summer. 

  

Unico Properties LLC will launch a development arm in Denver with the construction of a 
mixed-use building in LoHi. 

Courtesy | Open Studio Architecture 

"We've had a vision for development in Denver since we entered the market and have been 
patiently acquiring properties that will allow us to build projects that fit the needs of Denver for 
years to come," said Ned Carner, senior vice president of acquisitions and development at Unico. 
"Our recent purchase of 1615 Platte St. completes an assemblage that will become the home of a 
cutting-edge office and retail project at the epicenter of Platte Street. Unico will continue to 
devote part of its focus towards developing site locations that are irreplaceable and enduring, 
emphasizing the importance of creating spaces with a sense of place and identity.”" 

Seattle-based Unico has been developing office, mixed-use and apartment buildings in 
Washington and Oregon for decades, most recently constructing a 284-unit multi-family tower 
with ground-floor retail in Portland. 

But the company has had its eye on developing in Denver for a long time, allowing its Denver 
office to staff up well in advance of the Platte Street project's groundbreaking. 
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"This project was first envisioned more than two years ago so we were able to put the right team 
together to work towards our goal," said Austin Kane, Unico's vice president and regional 
director of Denver and Boulder. "We added local construction expertise in the Denver office to 
grow our Seattle-based development team and we put together a group of really smart and 
creative third-party designers and engineers to help fill in the holes in our internal expertise." 

The Platte Street project is pre-certified LEED Gold and will include about 10,000 square feet of 
retail space and 80,000 square feet of office space and nearly 200 parking spaces. Co-working 
spaces, rooftop solar panels and outdoor workspace are among the amenities that will be 
included in the building. It will be built speculatively, meaning that no tenants are currently 
signed on to occupy the building. 

"We believe very strongly in the wide appeal of Platte Street and we look forward to talking with 
a broad cross section of Denver companies who might be well-suited for this opportunity," Kane 
said. "Platte Street has clearly attracted some very innovative companies and we look forward to 
working with more of the same." 

Unico's not saying how much the project will cost, but it will seek market rents for the space, 
Kane said. Denver-based Open Studio Architecture is designing the space, but no general 
contractor has been announced. Completion is scheduled for first-quarter 2018. 

A pedestrian square at the foot of Highland Bridge will also be incorporated into the 
development plans, as it sits in the middle of Unico's holdings. 

“Unico’s vision at the center of Platte Street is to create a place for creativity and innovation, and 
enhance the live/work nature of the neighborhood,” Carner said. “We are striving to create new 
office and retail spaces to complement the charm of the existing buildings and to enhance the 
vibrancy of these neighborhoods for generations to come.” 

In addition to its holdings on Platte Street, Unico owns the recently acquired 1875 Lawrence 
office building and the historic Elephant Corral building at 14th and Wazee streets, as well as 
properties in Denver's southeast suburban market and Uptown neighborhood. (Unico owns 1660 
Lincoln, where the Denver Business Journal's office is located.) 

Unico's portfolio includes another 1.4 million square feet in Boulder. The company has been 
quickly scaling up its holdings in metro Denver since 2011. 

“Unico is entering an exciting new chapter in Denver as it relates to developing office and 
mixed-use properties of the future," Kane said. "We are thrilled to bring our development 
expertise, in addition to our property management, leasing and sustainability skill set to serve 
tenants’ needs well into the 21 st century.” 

Molly Armbrister covers real estate, retail and construction for the Denver Business Journal and 

writes for the "Real Deals" blog. Phone: 303-803-9232. 
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