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Willem’s On Main 

Acclaimed Chef Brings Relaxed European Fare to Main St. 

Chef Willem Paul Klitsie, the guy who opened the esteemed Fratelli Ristorante and Bar in the 
Pearl District, is bringing his culinary chops to downtown Vancouver with his new restaurant, 
Willem’s on Main, located at 907 Main Street. He plans to open Oct. 28 and will serve lunch on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Mondays with dinner and happy hour Thursdays through Mondays. 

Klitsie has focused his career passions in Italian cuisine, but he plans to relax the rules a little at 
Willem’s, adding some French influence to the Italian traditions. 

“I am who I am, you know,” Klitsie said, “but I’m going to serve it up in a different way, 
modernize it.” 

As much product as possible is locally sourced – Klitsie has long partnered with Ridgefield’s 
Millenium Farms for many ingredients. He’s also offering beer and wine from companies with 
Washington ties. 

“We have beautiful product around here,” he said. “I want to highlight it as much as possible.” 

Much of the 49-seat restaurant’s decor is even locally sourced. Refurbished theater seating at the 
front of the restaurant is from the Kiggins Theatre, and bar and table tops are made from 
reclaimed wood bought from local mills and furniture stores. Klitsie says he sees a lot of charm 
in the old, and his goal is to step up the level of restaurant you can find in downtown Vancouver. 

“When I moved into the Pearl District 15 years ago, it was just railroad tracks and a couple of 
restaurants,” Klitsie said, and now the area is one of Portland’s most well-known culture centers. 
“I do think [Vancouver] is ready for it.” 



With Klitsie’s attention focused on Willem’s on Main, Chef de Cuisine Alex Ditton will lead the 
Fratelli kitchen, which serves dinner Wednesday through Sunday nights. 

www.willemsonmain.com/ 

 

http://www.willemsonmain.com/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

Tweets  
1. 11 Nov  

The Vancouver Vector @VancouverVector  

Duck confit and gnocchi with a grape sauce! Delicious!! Thanks @WillemsonMain! 
#foodporn pic.twitter.com/oJkAUmG7Yo 
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